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A TWOFOLD
APPROACH TO A
PROJECT THAT'S
ALL ABOUT
SPACE AND THE
OBJECT, WHERE
AESTHETICS ARE
SHAPED AROUND
CONTENT
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wo complementary points of view that see projects from

different points of view and culminate in an organic,

harmonious result. The creative process of Francesca
Burdisso and Emiliano Capponi is like a tug-of-war where there
is no single winner, but rather a yacht that is a perfect equilibrium
between the purity of the exterior lines created by Capponi and
the beauty and functionality of the interior space, the preserve
of Francesca Burdisso. After years working in the yacht building
industry and with a shared past as employees of the Ferretti Group,
in 2018 they founded the BURDISSOCAPPONI Yachts&Design
studio in Ravenna, realising their dream of dedicating themselves
to designing. Their work focussed above all on the nautical world
but was also based on research into architecture and design, two
parallel paths that enabled each partner to draw on the other’s
expertise as and when required.
“Emiliano has had a more specific training, oriented towards yacht
design, which has always been his great passion”, says Francesca
Burdisso. “On the other hand, I'm an architect who entered the
yacht building world by chance, but as soon as | experienced | fell in
love with it straight away. | work on space, and only then move on to
materials and details. Emiliano, in contrast, takes the object as his
starting point, the material to be shaped. He has a more sculptural
approach, like in the Spartan project (a yacht inspired by the
streamlined look famous in America from the 1930s onwards, and
intended for an unconventional clientele who appreciate a timeless
style drawing on both past and present). These two elements of the
project, space and the object, blend in the concept of a yacht that is
above all an object floating in the middle of the sea, but becomes a
play of spaces as soon as you step on board".
Almost immediately after the studio’s launch the two designers
were tasked with creating the interiors for Emocean, a 38-metre
build by Rosetti Superyachts. This went on to win three important
international accolades, Revelation of the Year at the Cannes 2021
World Yacht Trophy, the World Superyacht Award 2022 and at
the The International Yacht & Aviation Awards 2022, and in the
following years the pair continued working with the Ferretti Group.
They attracted commissions from private clients and entered into
interesting collaborations with brands like Cantiere del Pardo.
They are currently working with the yard on a number of projects,
including the elegant interior design of Endurance 72, recently
presented at the Diisseldorf Boat Show. The yacht is designed for
long voyages and offers two interior layouts, one with a kitchen on
the main deck and four cabins and five bathrooms on the lower
deck and an alternative version featuring a kitchen on the lower
deck to leave more space on the upper deck, with three lower deck
cabins and four bathrooms. It’s not an unprecedented solution,
but it is usually seen on much larger yachts. “We've always taken
the teachings of the great names in architecture and design as
our reference point - coherent design and mathematical rigour in
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Above, the interiors of the Endurance 72 by Pardo Yachts, presented at the last DUsseldorf Boat Show, created by BURDISSOCAPPONI Yachts and Design.
The owner can choose between a classic layout with a kitchen on the aft main deck, or a layout with country kitchen on the lower deck to make more space
available on the main deck. The dominant wood is a grey walnut matt finish veneer complemented by white Corian for the kitchen work surfaces and a sand-
coloured resin in the bathrooms (below left, the owner's bathroom), The renewed lighting combines LEDs and spots in the ceilings providing a more focussed

beam when desired. Below right. the owner's bedroom. Opposite page, some preparatory sketches for the project
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Above, the Spartan project inspired by the streamlining first made famous in America in the 1930s. This 24-metre yacht has a raised bridge and double strip
of windows on the main deck that creates two superimposed rings of light in the interiors. Below, the RSY 38Exp Emocean whose interiors have the feel of a

domestic residence

defining proportions are the principal foundations of our work.
Every project is the unique, unrepeatable result of a synthesis of
the owner’s requirements and our awareness and interpretation”.
The Endurance 72 is a clear example. “In this case we wanted to
create a reassuring interior comprising fluid forms, expressions
of the formal elegance and clean lines that are the hallmarks of
the Pardo Yacht brand.

We used materials and colours that draw on the brand’s DNA -
wood as counterpoint to light surfaces. The dominant wood, a

grey walnut with matt finish, is used in the elements that define
theyacht’s character —the lowered ceiling sections to channel cool
air and the floors under the carpets that describe two dynamic
orders of horizontal surfaces whose indentations and projections
run through the yacht’s two decks”.

The yacht is currently under construction, with launch set for

spring 2024.
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